SOCIETY OF CURRICULULi SPECIALISTS 


NEWS BULLETIN 
1932 ; Noe 2. 


PROGRAI 
Saturday, February 20, 1932, Washington, D. C. 
9:30 A.ii. Joint Meeting of College and Public School Divisions. 
Carlton Room, Carlton Hotel. 


The Relation of the Curriculum to the Present Economic Crisis 
S. A. Courtis, Presiding. 


Harold F. Clark, Columbia University. 

Leverett 3. Lyon, Brookings Institution. 

Henry Heroap, Western Reserve Pniversity. 

Round Table: Velda Bamesberger, Boyd H. Bode, Thomas H. Briggs, 
Herbert B. Bruner, Ellsworth Collings, Nancy Devers, John 
A. Hockett, Leonzrd V, Koos, Elma Neal, Jesse H. Newlon, 
Worcester Warren, Mrs. Blodwen Zeitler. 


12:15 = Luncheon, Executive Committee, Carlton Hotel. 


2:00 PP... : Room A, Carlton Hotel, 
Current Problems in Curriculum Making. 


. E. Peik: The Curriculum Study of the National Teacher Training 
Survey. 

J. Le Meriam;: Does the Child-Centered School Have a Technique of 
Curriculum Making? 

C. C. Peters: How Do "Surveys" Survey the Curriculum? 

Edgar Dale: Curriouwlum Revision in the Colleges. 

L. T. Hopkins; Advance Report of the Society's Bulletin on Units 
of Work. 

O. Ge Brim: Clarifying Our Concept of Values in Curriculum Building. 


A. K. Loomis: The Curriculum Study of the National Secondary School 
Survey. 


Round Tablo: H, Le. Caswell, Philip W. L. Cox, ifaude McBroom, 
Florence Stratemeyer, G, li, Wilson, Clifford Woody. 


Take this program with you to Yashington as a memorandum of the meeting, 
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Report of the Cheirmean of the Executive Committee. 


During the current year we have increased our membership from 58 to 79. 
Thirty-five candidates for manbership will be presmted to the executive committee 
in February. The Socicty issuod one report of curriculum activities in city and 
state school systems; one bibliography of current treatises in curriculum meking; 
and five news bulletins. The preperation of a bulletin of units of work for the 
United States Office of Educction is almost complcte. For the next year, the 
chairman proposes & similar program of publications. 


The income of the socicty should be incrcasod by 1) increase in dues, 
2) increase in membership, 3) or by application for a small grant. Your chairman 
recommends that the college and public school groups be consolidated for the ad- 
vantage of both groups. He suggests that an executive secretary be selected from 
one of the several curriculum bureaus, whose chicf would be willing to allot a poar- 
tion of his time for this work. Fran the chairm-n's expericncee such an arrange~ 
ment would be of lasting value to the Bureau offering the service. 


It is the opinion of your cheiman thet the name, Socicty of Curriculum 
Specialists, is presumptuous and therefore, he recommends that it be changed to, 
SOCIETY FOR CURRICULUM STUDY. It is his belicf thet the Socicty ought to be cn~ 


larged by admitting instru tors in curriculum making as well as those who have con- 
tributed as consultants or by their publications. 


For discussion at the next annual moeting your cheirman proposes 1) fur- 
ther development of "Relation Betwocn the Curriculum and Changing Economic Life", 


2) A Critical Survey of Integreted Curricula, 3) Taking Stock of Curriculum Change 
in the Last Decade, 4) The Training of Teachers for Curriculum Making, 5) The Put- 
ting of Printed Courses of Study into Practice. 


FINANCIAL REPORT 
Receipts 


Dues for the year 1931 


Disbursoments 


Letterheads and Envelopes $10.50 
Secretarial services for the year 81,50 
Telcgrams 1.92 
Postage 42.84 
Stencils __ 36.90 pli 75 «66 
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Deficit $108 .66 


The secrotarial service was required in connection with 
regular correspondence, preparation of stencils for news bulletins, 
end requests for information. The deficit will be absorbed tem 
porarily by the chairman's university appropriation for secretarial 
wor k. The newly elected chairmen should be given the funds that 
the regular work of the society requires. 
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The Current Projects of Members. 


Working at present upon the curriculum of "New Colleze"” - a teacher 
training experimental college. Thomas Alexander. 


Working on the Reorganization of Curriculum for Colorado State Teachers 
College. We. De. Armentrout. 


Continued work on four-year curricula for teachers’ colleges. 
We Ce Bagley. 


Curriculum Tests in Arithmetic Problem Solving. Evaluation of content 
of courses in Supervision of Analysis of Reports of Supervisors and Teachers as 
to Supervisory Needs. At work on tests to measure appreciations of the uses and 
functions of number in life. Leo J. Brueckner, 


Consultant, Board of Education, Fort Worth, Texas, and Pottsville, Pa. 
Continuing consultantship, State Department of Education, South Dakota; Board of 
Education, Houston, Texas; Allegany County, Maryland; and Pottstown, Pa. Monograph 
on Children's Interests in Curriculum Making (with others) will be off the press 
summer of 1932. The Function of the Administrator in Curriculum Making, monograph, 
Teachers College, Bureau of Publications, will be off the press summer of 1932. 

H. B, Bruner. 


I am continuing to gather descriptions of moral and proolem situations 
faced by children seven and eight years old. I am also endeavoring to discover the 
ability of six, seven, and eight-year-olds to comprehend certain aspects of one 
situation which they often meet - one in which they are defeated by a rival. 

A. Max Carmichael. 


Am consultant for Florida and Virginia State Prosrams. Am making special 
study of curriculum problems in 2 mill town - Olympia, South Carolina. 
He Le Caswell. 


Revision of the curriculum ot the College of Veterinary Medicine of Ohio 
State University with the aid or the techniques ot job analysis. 
W. W. Charters. 


I have prepared a new annotated bibliography on the curriculum divided 
into 45 divisions. I am preparing 2 bulletin which will present odjective deta 
showing the need of curriculum study. Walter D. Cocking. 


Completing a six year curriculum construction program in University High 
School on the Activity basis. Ellsworth Collings. 


Am working on Development of Individualized Lessons in Spelling. 
S. Ae Courtis. 


Committees of Practicum: Curriculum-Adjustment in the Secondary School at 
the invitation of Dr, Howard Dare White, Assistant Commissioner ot Education, New 
Jersey, are indicating needed adjustments in the State syllaoi ror high school sub- 
jects (preliminery to an official revision to ve carried on under the auspices of 
the State Department) for dull norm:l children. Urban high schools of New Jersey 
have grown forty per cent in enrolments since Septemoer 1930. A very large share 
of the new pupils are unable or unwilling to do "hizh school" academic work; there- 
fore, the state department proposes to promote types and levels of high school work 
that they can and will do. P. We. Le Cox. 
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Have contributed Chapters X and XII, Thirty-first Yearbooks National 
Soclety for the Study of Educotion. Am Member of Committee revising the syllaous 
in elementary science for the State of New York. Am Adviser in reorganization of 
scierices Parkér School District, Greenville, 5. C. Gerald S. Craigs 


No additional projects ~ State course of study in Health will be out this 
year. Motion picture project will also ve completed this year, Vocabulaty project 
is being continued; 1. State course of study in health. 2. Vocabulary grade 
placement. 4. Analysis of content of motion pictures. 4, Revision of Cutriculum 
of College of Veterinary Medicine. Edgar Dale. 


I have a Seminar in Curriculum Making in Secondary Schools. There are 47 
in tHe classs Each is requested to prepare a term paper which, by extension, and 
refinement, may grow into a Master's Thesis required for the degree. I could give 
you the titles of these 47 problems if you wish. They will be completed in June 
1932. Ce. O. Davis. 


I have prepared bulletin on "Experimental Currjcula™ and a paper on 
"Educating the Teacher for the Progressive Public School." Ke. Le Donovan. 


"Relation of Pattern of High School Credits to Scholastic Success in 
College," North Central Association Quarterly, December 1931, Vol. VI, pp. 283~97. 
Also appears in "Relation of Certain Factors to College Success,” University of 
Oregon Publications, November 1931. Harl R, Douglass. 


Development ot The Integration of the Curriculum (a paper), The Integra- 
tion of the Learner (a paper), Survey ot Units (in preparation), Criteria for the 
Evaluation of Units (in preparation). I am prepuring 2 dissertation for the Ph.D. 
degree, (Teachers College, Columbia}. The aforementioned are 2ll related to the 
dissertation. I. L. Eisenberg. 


T have been aiding the reorganization of the Lincoin School of Teachers 
College, high school curriculum. This has involvea sociological research in the 
fielés of Science, Aesthetics, Economics and Government. It has involved building 
& curriculum organization which shall get the experiment under way. It has 
necessitated envisaging a thoroughgoing, new curriculum set up for the high school. 
Samuel Everett. 


An attempt to formulate a functional curriculum for training elementary 
teachers, principals, and supervisors, Techniques used were studies of practice, 
and conference. It is hoped that the work may continue with more attention to 
best practice. The oeginning ot specific work on the elementary English curricu- 
lum, attempting to distinguish functional units of English work am to follow each 
unit through the grades, paying attention to grade placement of the subordinate 
phases of each unit, and continuity of work. Norman Frost. 


Recording and anslyzing oral language activities of pre-school, first, 
second, and third grade pupils. Recordings by means of language recording appara- 
tus developed under our direction. Study of the grade location of mechanical and 
usage skills in written lnngusge through analysis of pupil's own attempts at usege. 
Working on elementary section of curriculum committee of the National Council of 
Teachers of English, ' Harry A. Greene. 


A Catalogue of Units of Work Activities, Projects, etc. Paul Hanna, JL. 
Meriam, Alice Carey. Mimeographed. To be revised and printed in June in Lincoln 
School Research Studies. All printed units are listed by theme, alphabetically, by 
grade and annotated. Complete information on each publication. Paul R. Hanna. 
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During the current year I was occupiec with the editorial duties of our 
forthéoming bulletin ot units of work; with the preparation or materials tor the 
newly created Curriculum Laboratory in the School of Education; with the making of 
a critical survey of courses of study published since 1929; and with extensive 
reading on the relation between the curriculum and present economic life. 


Henry Harap. 


Continuation of co-operative project in the public schools of Wheeling, 
We Va. By the end of the present year, if the work is not interrupteu dy curtail- 
ment of budget or by further reduction in teachers’ salaries, it is hoped to have 
tentative statements of underlying philosophy, interpretation of the unit, pro- 
cedures in unit organization, samples of units in several fields and levels, and 
possibly a monograph or two on special phases, e.g. grades and promotion, character 
education, etc. Pickens E. Harris. 


Formulating senior-high-school-guidance curricula. Preparing courses of 
study in junior high school Englisr, junior high. school mathematics, junior and 
senior high school social studies, and junior and senior high school hygiene. 
Evaluating textbooks. Formulatinz a working philosophy of secondary eaucation. 
This is very much "in process", Please do not ask questions. Me. E. Herriott. 


The application of scientific methods to the proolem of value. What is 
the good life for children at different ages? The relation of subject matter to 
method in curriculum construction. Ihe orgenization ot the course ot study in 
social studies. Ernest Horn. 


Sorry I have contributed nothing due to illness. I may be incapacitated 
for some time yet. Your orgsnization is doing nice work or a timely nature, 


Je Me Hughes. 


A course of study in Latin has been issued by the State Department of 
Iowa under the chairmanship of Dr. Mark E. Hutchinson, Cornell College, ami under 
my general direction. Thomas J. Kirby. 


By the end of June, 1931, I completed my direction of the teachers’ com- 
mittees which were building the courses of study for use in the Pordson, Michigan, 
Schools, The tentative mimeographed copies ot these courses of study are now being 
used in the public schools. George C. Kyte. 


Consultant to New York University School of Commerce, Accounts, and 
Finance in the revision of their curricula. This revision is undertaken by the 
faculty every five yerrs. Paul S. Lomax. 


Have acted as adviser for curriculum committees (in English) for Denver, 
Highland Park, Michigan, and heve reviewed critically, the English sections of the 
South Dakota Curriculum, now in the course of prepnration. Re Le Lyman. 


We have been attempting to build units in elementary science suitable for 
each grade, measured against these criteria: (1) valuable to the child in under- 
standing his environment, (2) in modifying his interpretation of the world’s prob- 
lems, (3) of enough interest to him to give a drive in studying it, (4) capable of 
being understood by the child, (5) some material available on the unit. Several 
units for each grade have been worked out and are being tried out at different 
grade levels. The music department is wor.ing with the grade teachers in gathering 
songs which enrich units on pioneer history, Indian history, folk tales of differ- 
ent countries, and ballads. Maude McBroom. 
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A Summary of Research Relating to the Determination df Objectives in the 
Field of the Social Studies (not published. ) Walter Ss Monroe. 


Am editing the volume on ‘Curriculum in the Series to be published on the 
Survey of the University of Chicago. Am working during this year on the National 
Survey of the Education of Teachers. We E. Peik. 


Supervised ten master's theses relating to some phase of curriculum. 
Chas. Cs. Peters. 


Consulted with six committees working on courses of study for junior and 
senior high schools of Fordson, Michigan. Raleigh Schorling. 


In October 1931, I published through Harper & Bros., Toys and Toy Makers, 
a book designed to make a unit of work on toys more valuable for fourth grade. 
JaS~- Se Tippett. 


' In generals Adjustment of curriculum to Spanish speaking children. 
(1) Detailed study of rate of acquisition of English vocabulary by four-year-old 
non-English speaking pupils, (2) In a mission school, the integration of work of 
whole institution-matrons, farmer, cooks, teachers, etc. with school program, (3) 
Construction of units of work for elementary school where Spanish-speaking pupils 
predominate, Le Se Tireman, 


Am working on a study of the Objectives of Colleges or Liberal Arts, 
these objectives to serve as guides in constructing examinations for colleges. 
Re W. Tyler. 


r am beginning the construction of unit tests as a measure of the out- 
comes of the newly installed units. I am studying the influence of social studies 
upon the vocabularies of pupils and their ability to spell newly acquired words. 

I. Keith Tyler. 


Am studying current practices in elementary school reading. We. Le Uhl. 


A study of "The Organization and Administration of the Junior College 
Curriculum," jointly with Arthur S. Taylor, now at South Oregon State Normal, 
Ashland, Oregon. FP. J. Weersing. 


Checking Surther on What to Teach in Denominate Numbers, 92 leading in- 


dustries of the United States show no use for reductions outside of cost accounting 
or similar departments. A commodity is not bought or sold by a table, but by a 
Single unit. Any commodity has its peculiar trade unit. You never use pints or 
gills in guying gasoline; it is always the gallon. Trade practice in large indus- 
tries, in the markets, in the retail stores, indicates the futility of teaching the 
tables as such, or doing examples in reduction ascenuing or descending. A textbook 
writer asks to have 62 inches expressed in preferred form. If it is the width of 
an office desk, 62 inches is the preferred form. If it is the length of a window 
shade, 5 fte2 in. is the preferred form. The preferred form is determined by trade 
practice. If we follow practices in trade and business, most of denominate numbers 
as now taught in the schools, will disappear. Study of business practice might re- 
place it or might not, according to the total school program. Guy M. Wilson. 


Finishing investigation on the Amount of Arithmetic Possessed by Young 
Children. Clifford Woody. 
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NEWS NOTES. 


Under the editorship of Mildred English, the Raleigh, N. C., Public 
Schools have undertaken the publication of a series of units of work known as the 
Activity Series. The first three. units off the press are entitled: "Broadcasting 
from Holland,” “Milk Truck and Dairy Products,” and "A Second Grade Play City." The 
activities are reported as they were actually carried out in classrooms. It is in- 
tenued that they be helpful to the teaching corps of the Raleigh Public Schools. 


It is interesting to report in this bulletin that the curriculum making 
movement has reached the last outpost in the educational field. Within the last 
month the Secondary Education Board, an organization including the oldest and most 
‘ conservative private secondary schools, has issued a report of The Study of the 
Curriculum of the Secondary School, which hes been in progress for the past three 
years. The report will be reviewed in a later issue oi the News Bulletin. 


The Primary Department o1 the Dayton Public Schools, under the direction 
of Miss Ida Odelle Rudy, is now compiling and editing the material tor Curriculum 
Bulletins Nos. 3 and 4. Achievement tests based upon the work of the first two 
bulletins heve been developed and the results of these tests were found to be very 
interesting. The new bulletins will be ready tor publication by June, 1932. 


The Virginia State Board of Education has in progress 3 state wide curri- 
culum revision program which extends over a period of three years. At present more 
than seven thousand teachers are definitely organized in study groups systemati- 
cally pursuing a curriculum study course. 


The Oklahoma University Elementary School, under the direction of Mr. 


Ellsworth Collings, developed a unit of work entitled, "How George Washington 
Helped to Build the Nation.” This was published for the schools by the State De- 
partment of Education for the purpose of suggesting a program for the celebration of 
the 200th anniversary of the birth of Washington. 


Activity Analysis. 


It should be pointed out very strongly that activity analysis is a tool. 
It is a guide in the development of curricular material. The usefulness of that 
guide must be determined experimentally. It has sometimes been criticized by its 
opponents who have tried to set up for it in order that they might later knock it 
down, certain powers which its developers never claimed. It is potent that we must 
develop experimentally what it is possible to do with activity analysis. Thus far 
it has been tried out only in meager fashion. Its usefulness as a guide to curri- 
culum construction remains for the future to decide. 

There is a tendency in certain quarters to decry the factor of social 
utility in its narrow conception as a future guide for curriculum construction. In 
so far as this social utility has been discovered through activity analysis, there 
may be some critician of the methods. But it must be remembered that activity 
analysis does not indicate that it is the sole method of deriving curriculum It 
does suggests however, that all fundamental curriculum studies must have as their 
base some detailed conception of the activities that are to ve carried on oy the 
person who is to be trained. Edgar Dale. 


New Executive Committee. 


The new members of the executive committee elected this month are: 
Florence Stratemeyer, W. W. Charters, and Le T. Hopkins, who will serve for the 
period 1932-1934. The remaining members of the executive committee ares Ernest 
Horn and Herbert Bruner, whose terms expire in 1933; and Earl Rugg and Henry Harap, 
whose terms expire in 1932. 





